Cytochemical studies on induced autophagocytosis in mouse exocrine pancreas.
1. The origin of the limiting membranes of autophagic vacuoles (AVs) in mouse pancreatic acinar cells was studied in vinblastine-induced autophagocytosis. 2. The marker enzymes used were adenosine triphosphatase, lipase, inosine diphosphatase and thiamine pyrophosphatase. The following impregnation techniques were used: unbuffered osmium tetroxide impregnation, imidazole-buffered osmium tetroxide impregnation and uranyl-lead-copper impregnation. 3. Only a weak lipase activity was observed between the limiting membranes of a few AVs. The AV membranes were stained heavily with all impregnation techniques used. 4. The origin of AV membranes seems to be same in mouse liver and exocrine pancreas in vinblastine-induced autophagocytosis.